The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


ድ 


ˆ 


7 


‡ 


O F 


` 


TIO 
MONT. 


SONS TITS 


% 


£ ] $ 


ኔ 


a 


m 


L2] 


P 


ላ 


ፌም 


» 
Lo 
Pu 
p ) 
T 4 M 
# 
: 
: 
: 
; 
ና 
: 
ውያ 
e 
, 
P [4 
? 


de 


` 


sA 


at 
5, 
* 
ፍ*% 
, 
" 
9 * 
‹ 
‡ 
e 
ee 
* 
wo 
MS 
M 
4 
ሃ 
ሺን 
ES 


u 


5 


t E 
zi m n 
” tr " 
* we 
" 2 
* à = 
: | E 
* . * P am D " 
T: ` 7 : * | il e ¬ - . . p 
i As ADOPTED sy Tux. 
`. w toa‘ a ; , * EAE E 
e SƯ See r & ኛሄሬ . 
ሠ eu * Md. ረር 4 
Ă = እ , u 
| onvention, 
T bà ere - , 
(i 5 E ^, 本 这 .. መ -- እ PO vis Q- OA 
"NUS 95፡5 ፍ Di T ^ t ` ^ 
: * MIT xe ~、 ” ነ s iat n 
ነ sở LI 1 E 
2 x ` "E 3 1 pue 1 in y NE : ý " 3 : 
D £ " * e E fam |g x NA "e i ` 
. | MoLors ar WINDSOR 
+ ` Y 3 = E . oe : . እ) 
» . ¬ $ ከሰር 2 *" " “*ሠ፦ 
J EUN Sỹ . d NE UNE CON MP 
፪፻ Fourra, ONE THOUSAND SEVEN: HUNDRED . 
CPU መመ! z ሽ nee? “" ቃታ Se * " EIE: 5 Đan? M 7 
» “>= on ` 4 EM EVE E D E ` a5 43 coe 
ጋ AMD WINETY<THREE, ^: 24 ፡፡ .- 
+ i oe i % KE 6 an » o GUN 


t ፥ ጄ% up omn 从 ae 
ko ý ^ 1 » ቾ xử : n f “` a n ጄን Ti e Sa 
- ደ . " tự ` 
: pue 人 
EDO x % tas ` Kế " + 
-Š RNTKO ፳ኛ... ጅፆቓ.ዑ- 
1 / = tà ቁ d 7 B: “ Lưới 5" 5 : t 2 
ሕያ አሼ ብን p x 
* 5 è "E à H i , ፦, $ ፌ n 
E + : x 4 ሽ E 
hà * ደ ^ + at n 
5 x à " ` are ሪራ ' bo owas, 
` a kì M 3 ኔ €^ n ኣ 
Á. eo X ^N ኣ ተሌ. ee E 
i E 2 ሓሳ ` / vH aM 
.›.” 5 ÉM,BCOIXCHI 
PEUT C NE ar M,DCO; —— os 
x # a, Voie. . "4 Ba .። ይራ An gH 
፪ሽ ፍ Ba y 1 = % ^ S. iex E E 
; ME E 4 EE H5. ሚል #: › 
x ` T ` rr k » - - * ሠ tự ሩ - 
: = :”? ኸር lA E n trs gam 0. vl. 
i < t and E M 
ks te : in iso መ Xếp '= 
? " " xou Se - “ ጂው " 
uate 2 vs : ma ፣ ቻ » ^ ፍ”ራ * 
X CES H ኒ ` " TE ES, `. 
መ a : ， LO tod ሽ 
` E NA tây a m sẽ quu. 2t * . 
t ` : v parr cgi m ~ 
£ wo " -— = We a ae " 5 a ምክርና Ê 


acd 


M 
ኒ 
$ 
= - ያልሽው ርን 
Hà! a 
P dS: ር 
muy 
LAE 
* ý 


. . 
i 25 e. * 
r P 2 
4" ) "E 
+ ` Lo 
bx cuf E + 
EX cư 


Ès ou ao Ie 
, 
ጣች -3 E Sài 
. : 
ሥጋ ል ~ 4 
na. 
"m 
CREE " 
e a LI 
-ፖ 7 HD 


ፕ፪ሄ : 


CONST ITUTION 


Oo F 
V ERMON f, 
SHAPT. ሺ 


A Declaration of the RIGHTS of the Inhabitants of 
the STATE of VERMONT. 


ARTICLE ፡ 


HAT alt men are born equally tree and independ: | 
ent, and have certain natural, inherent, and uns 
alienable rights, amongft which are the enjoying and 
defending life and, liberty, acquiring, poffeffing, and 
protecting property,and purfuing, and obtaining hap- l 
pinefs and [afety ; therefore no male perfon, born ih thiệ 
country, or brought from over ‘Tea, ought to beholden 
by law, to'ferve any perlon, as a fervant, በ376, or ap- 
prentice, after he arrives to the age of twenty one 
years, nor female in like manner, after the arrives to 
the age of eighteen years, unlefs they are bound by 
their own confent, atter they arrive to fuch age, of 
bound by law fòr the payment of debo, damages, fines; : 
Fofts orthglike, - : 


ARTICLE. 


di ARTICLE ዚ 


"That private property ought tobe fübfervlentto abs 
dic ufes when neceflity requires it, neverthelefs, whens 
ever any perfon’s property is taken for the ufe of the 
public, tbe.owner ought to receive an equivalent is 
money 。 


ARTICLE ፲፪ 


That ali men have a natural and unalienable right, to 
worhip Almighty God, according to the diGates of 
their own coníciences and underftandings, as in. their 
opinion fhall be regulated by the word of God : andthat 
no map ouglit to, or of right can be compelled to at- 
tend any religious worfbip, or erect or fupport any 
place of worfhip, or maÌntaid any minifter, contrary to , 
the di&tates of his confcience, nor can any man be juftly 
deprived or abridged of any civil right as ¢citizen, on 
account of his religious fentiments, of peculia? mode 
of religious worfhip ; and that no authority can, of 
ought to be ve ^ ሐ in, or affumed by, any power what. 
ever, that in. in any cafe interfere with, or in any 
manner controul the riglits of confcience, in the free . 
exercife of religious worthip. Neverthelefs, every 
fe& or denomination of chyiftians ought to obferve 
the fabbath or Lord's day, and keep dp fome fort of re. 
ligious worfhip, which to them alt icem moftagreea» 
ble to the revealed will of Gad. : 


ARTICLE 1ኛ, 


Every perfon within this ftate ought to find ፳ certaix 


gemedy, by having recourfe to the laws, for all injuies 
or 


WE s 
or wrongs which he may receive in his perfon, proper? ~ 
tyor charatter : he ought £o obtain right and juftice, 
freely, and without being obliged to purchafeit; com-, 
pleatly and without any denial ; promptly and vidi 
delay > conformably to the laws. 


ARTICLE V. 


That the people of this State by their legal Reprefen- 
tatives, Have the fole, inherent, and exclafive right of 


governing and ሜክ the internal policë of the 
fame. 


ARTICLE VỊ. 


‘That all power being originally inherentin and con~ 
fequently derived from the people, therefore, all officers 
Gf government, whether legiflative or executive, are 
their truftees and fervants ; and at all times, in a legal 
way, accountable to them, 


ARTICLE VI, 


That government is, .Or ought to’ bes inflituted’ 
for the common:benefit, protedion,and fecurity, of the 
people, nation, or community, and not for the, partic» 
wlaremolumentor advantageof any fingle man, family,. 
or fet of menywhaare apart only of that. community; and: - 
that the community hath-an indubitable, unalienable, 
and indefeafible right, to reform or alter government, in 
fuch manner as በ1 ከ6, by that community; judged | 
anofe conducive: tơ the public wesl, , E 


ARTICLE: 


ARTICLE Witt.” 

That all eleftioris ought to be free and without tox: 
uption, and that all freemen, having a fufficent, evi- 
dent, comman interéft with, and attachment - to the 
community, have aright to éleết officers, and beeletted 
into office, agreeably to the regulations made in this 
.conftitution. 


ARTICLE IX. 


That every member offociety hath aright. tobe prod 
tected in the enjoy ment of life, liberty, and property; 
and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion tò- ` 
wards the expence of thar protection, and yield his 
.perfonal.fervice, when neceffary, or an eguivalent 
thereto, but no part of any perfon's property can hg 
juftly taken from him, or applied to public ufes, with- 
out his own confent, or that of the Reprefentative 
Body of the freemen, nor canany maj \ whois confcieg- 
tioufly fcrupulous of bearing arms, be juftly compel: 
led thereto, if ke will pay fuch equivalent ; nor are the 
people bound by any law but fuch as they have in like 
fnannet affented to, for tlisir common good : and pre- 
vious 10 807 law being made to.raife a tax, the purpofe. 
for which it is tobe raifed ought to appear evident to 
the Leg: ffature to be of more fervice to commurj« 
ity than the money would be if rot collected. 


ARTICLE X. 


That in all profecutions for criminal offences, a períóji | 
0308 a right to be heard by himfelf andhiscounfel; to 
5 4999 


mm. 
desiand the cafe and. nattr of his acculation ; 1648 - 
confronted with the witneffés ; tocall for evidencein his 
favor, and a Speedy. public trial by an | impartial jary of - 
the country ‡ without the unanimous content of which: 
jury, he cannot be found guilty ; not can he be compelled 
to pive évidence apairiít himfelf ; nor can any perÏon be 
juftly deprived of his liberty, exceptby the laws of the 
Jand, or the judgment of his peers, 


ARTICLE XI . '. 1 


That the people havea right to hold themfelves, thei? 
houfes, papers, and pofleflions, free from fearch or feiz.- 
ure ; anditherefore warrants, without oath or affirmati- 
on firft made, ‘affording fuficient foundation for them, 
& whereby any officer or meflenper may be commanded 
or required to fearch fufpected places, or to feize any 
perfon or perfons, his, her or their property, not par- 
ticularly defcribed pare contrary t to that right, and ought 
not to be granted. ' 


^ 


A R T 1 ር LE KI. 
That whenany [በኪር in fact, proper for the cognizance 
of a jury isjoined in a court of law, the parties have a 
right totrial by jury, which ought to be held facred | 


ARTICLE XIL 


8 


That the people have a right to freedom of fpeech,and 
of writing and publifhing their- fentiments, concern- 


ing the tranfactions of goverhment,. and therefore:the 
freedom of the prefs ought. not to be reftraìned. ፦ 


Hà ''. ARTICLE 


2. 
2 a ¬ 


Ä ẤT E6 E-E xiv. 


The frecdote. «646008፪«፤98) fpeschi, and dette, f fe 
the Legiflatuee, i is fo effenriali tothe rights of. the s peo: 
ple, that it cannot be the. fonhdation of any. accufatipie 
ar profecution, d&lon or. complaint, inany other caure | 
6፻ place whatfoever; ZEN . ፌሬ 


XÉTEIGLÉ. xy. 


The power-of fulpending: laws, or, the, lo xecntíon of 
laws, ought, neyer to be exencifed | ከክር; ‘by, the Legit- 
ture, or by- avtitority derived from it, ta ‘bg, exercie ， 
in fuch particular cafes, as.this confirupiony or or the’ T 
flature {hall provide for, 


ARTICLE W1. 


"Phat thc people havea right: 45. bear. amrfor the 
defence of themtelves aud the Stat£—-and. as. እ 
armies in time of peace ፳፻፪ ‘dangerous | to liberty, they 
ought not.to be kept up ; “anid that tle military fhould 
be kept under firi Subordination to and governed k 
| the civil power. . 


AE. 1XCEÉE VIE 


* 
T 


That no perforin this State’ can im any cafe be fub: 
jected, to law martial, or ‘to any. penalties or pans by 
virtue of that law, except. thofe employed in the amy, 
and tlie militia i in aGyal, férvice. 


X R TI c EE XVII. 
T lar frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, 
i and 


7 


45. 


መሙ 


and "T adherence tojuftice; moderation, tenpErgdd, `. | 
ánduftry , and frugality;:are abfolutely neceflary tổ pre - 


ferve the. bleffings of liberty, and keep government 
69ሠ 3fðgBropleodghrv therefore, topag] particular ats 
500108 1 to thelë points, 3 in the Chüice of. “oces aid š ያፎ 
qprefentatives, and have a i right, ina legal. way; ሠ 65563 
a due and conftẳnt regard to thein,fróm their Legifla- 


tors and Magiftrates, in making and executing ከሕ - 


laws 85 are;necgffary for. the. ደ gpsefoment of the ` 


State. 


ARTICLE XIX, ` 
và Vest deo Bb Im X Ima 
That'all people-have a natural and inherent right to 
emigrate frorn one State to ‘another that will receive” 
them. - e e " i 


AR 1 ge 
TI CLE RR, . 
.- Cage NG TERETE hoan, pp. u^ d apup - ett. 


ˆ Phát the 850816: ከ3ሃ6-4.፻ right to. allemble t together 
tovonfültfor. their common gaód—to infruet theÌr Be.. 
prefentatives--and to apply to the Legiflature for r ré. 


drefs of grievances, pu addrefs, Petition, ‘or remon- - 
firance. - `... To ፡ s 


ARTIC t KI, z 


x 
x> PD RC. Saa tut 


That no NN hall. -be liable to be tịanÏhotted ou out 
of this State for trial fot any offence committed with” 
in the fame, ፡.. Tes | 


[os ኤፌ. ” 
> 
o 


^ 


* 
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CHAPTER IL- 


PLAN on FRAME 


op . EK 


| d 


GOVERNMENT.’ 
$^ ru Uc | 


| SECTION L T 


về: 


HE Commonwealth, or State of Vermont, fhal} 

be governed hereafter, by a Governor (or Liey- 

tenant- Governor) Council, andan Affembly of the Re. 

: prefentatives of the freemen of the fame, in manner - 
and form following : 2 5 


SECTION IL- 


* 


The Supreme Legiflative power fhall be vefted ina 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the freemen of the Cone 
monwealth, or State of Vermont. 


SECTION 1H. 


The TS Executive power fhall be vefted ina 
Governor, or, in his ablence, a Lieutenant: Governor, . 
and Council, | 


SECTION 


To a 
E 
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^ 


‘Courts of አጀ hall — in every county. - 
in this State, and alfo in new ‘counties; “when formed ? H 
which courts fhall be open for thể trial of all 6963. 
' proper for, their. cognizance ; ; and, jüftice: fhall be therein 
impartially adminiftered, without corrupti6h, “or uns 
neceflary delay. The Judges’ of the Supreme Coutt 
thall be Jaftices.af the Peace throughout the State ; and 
the feveral Judges of the County Courts, i in their re« 
{pedive counties, by virtue of their office, except in 
the trial of fach caufes 8 may be appealed to the 
County Court, ed | | ¬ 


SECTION ሦ.. "E 
A future Legiflature may, when they fall conceive - 
the fame to bé expedient and neceflary, erecta Conrt 
pf Chancery, with fuch powersas are nfually exercifed 
by that court, . OF as › thali appear. for the intereft of the - 
Commonwealth Provided they do mot  conftitute: . 
themfelves the. Judges. of the faid. court,” 


l SEC TION-VI, 
The Legiflative, Executive, and Judiciary departa’ 
ments, fhall be feparate and diftin®, fo that neither 


exercife the powers properly belonging to the other, 


ድኖ 


* 
sẻ 


ከ order diat the freemen of this. ‘State might enjoy. | 


the benefit of election ; as equally as may be, each town 
within this State, that confi ifts, or may confift of eighty ˆ 


a 


、 መ 


Li 


H 


ka 


፲4- 2 PET 
እከ inhabitants, within one [eptemary a nie ጨ 
years next after the eftablifhing this tonftitution, may 
hold ele&ions therein, and: soøfe each two Repreferit. - 
atives ; ; and each other: inhabited town in this State, 
may, ia like manner, choofe each pne Repiifeskitive, 
to reprefent them in ‘General Alieribly, during - the 
faid feptenary, or feven years; ; arid aher. that, ， each 


. inhabited town may, in like mariiier ‘hold füch eléGion, 
and choofe eath one Keprelentative forever hereatter, 


ter” 


s ECTION VII. 


. TheHonfe of F Reprelentatives of tlie freemen of this 
State, fhall confift of perfons 1 moft noted for wifdoin 
and virtue, to be chofen by ballot, by ‘the freemen of 


_ every town in this State, refpectively, on ‘the firt Thef- 


day of Septembér annually; fófever. 
ይ E CTION x 


‘The ‘eprefentitivestfo cholén' (a majority of wlhioie 
፳:1 córifticute @ quorum for tranfadting any other bufi- 

ከ66 tian raiũng a 816 tax, for which two thirds ብ 
the members elected ‘hall be prefent): dháll theết on’ ‘the 
fecond Thurfday ያ the fucceeding O&ober, and በ31 
86:00 The General Affembly of the State, Of Vs ermont ያ 
ghey fhall have power to: choofe their Speaker, Secre- 


-tary of fate, their Clerk,and other neccliary. officers of 


the Houfe—fit on their own adjournments—prepare 
bills and enadt'them into laws—judge of the elections | 
and qualifications of their own members they may €Xe 
pel members, but ; not for cauf6s knowin to their: cönfti- 


tuengs antecedent t to their élection ; ; they may ádininil- 
Tir 


- 


r 


ter oaths and affirmations ity matters dipendlog. be ae 


điem—-redrefs' grievances—impeach ftáte cẳmihals~- y 


grant c : charters of incor pération—coriftitute towns, bos 


roughs, cities sand counties.‘ they may annually on their. 


firit feffion after their elefion; in conjunction withthe - 


Council (or oftner if need-be} elect Judges ‹ ofthe Su: 
preme and feverat County aiid Probate Courts, Sheriffs 
and Juftices of .the Peace ; ¡ and alfo, with the Couneil, 
may elect Major: -Generals and Brigsdier-Genetals, frony 
time to time, as often as there: fhall be occafion : and! 
diey 6:91] have all other. powers neceffary. fdt the Le. 
gifature of a free and fovereiga State : but they. tha. 


Have no power to add to, alter, abolif, or infringeany ^ 


port of this Gonftitutión. jin. vs : 
. SE c T 1 0 N - ee 


. 


* LI 


"The Supreme Eskcntiie Councit! cf this Sui; i 
8:0 confit of a "Géyernory- Licttenant- Governor, 


and twelve perfons, chofen in the folowidg manner, | 


viz. The Freemen of each town በ41, on the day of 


the election for choofing. Reprefentatiyes to.attend the 
Genera] Affembly, bring in their votes for Governory 
with his name. fairly written, to the- Conttable,. who 


fhall fealthem np, and write.on them, Votes für, the ው 


fernor, and deliver them to. the. Reprefentative. chofer : 


to attend the General Affembly.; 3 and at the opening: of - 


the.General. Affembly, there fhall bea committee, ape | 


pointed ant of the Council and Affewbly, „who, after 
being duly fworn to the faithful difcharge. of their irut, 


fhall proceed to receive, fort and iount the votes for : 


the Governor, and declare the: ‘perfon: who has the mae ^ 


:jot-part of the votes, to be Governor for the year ‘ens 
i _ feing. 


lổ - P a 

. fuing: And if there be no choice. ue, then the [o 
. €il and.General Affzmbly, by their joint ballot, fhal ` 
‘make choiée of a Governor, ‘The Lieurenant-Govern: 
or and Treafurer thall be chofer in the manner above 
directed. And each F'reeman fhatí give 8. twelve Votes 
for.twelve Councellors, - .in the fame manner, and the 
twelve higheft in nomination በ] ferve for the enfus 
inp year as | Councellors, 


SECTION Xe 


- The Governor, and i in his አ the Lieutenant 
Governor, with the Council (a major part of whom, i in- 
cluding. the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, hall 
be a quorum to tranfact bufinefs) thall lave „power tơ 
eommiffion: all.officers--and alo to appoint officers, 
except where provifion is, or fhall be otherwife made, 
by law or this frame of government—and fhall fupply 
every vacancy in any office, occafioned by death or other- 
- wife, until the office can be filled in the manner directed 
by law or this Conftitution. | 


They atè to correlpond with other Statessstranfadl 
bufinets with officers of government civil and military-— 
‘and to prepare fuch bufinefs as may appear to them ne: 
cellary, to lay before the General Affembly; They 
fhall fit as Judges to hear and determine on impeach- 
ments, taking to their affiftance, for advice only, the 
` Judges of the Supreme Court. And fhall have power 
to- grant pardons and remit fines, in all cafes whatfo- 
€ver; except in treafon and murder; in. which they fhalt 
have power to grant reprieves, but not to pardon, 
entilafer tlie end of the next feflion of ን ; and 

| : NET EO quot g ^ 6xcept 


2 : : ' ሥ ' NAA 
- adept in cafes of ከ086.) in giíh there 40 be 
iio remifllod, or füitigadon öf paler but “by a 
of legiflation. 


They are alfo የፅ. take care thất thé laws be faithfully. 
' executed. They are to expedite the execution of fuch - 
jmeafurésas niy be refolved úpdn by the Geieral Affem. 
bly. And they may draw upon the treafuty for füch - 
ብከ/535 may be appropriated by thé Houle uf Reprefens 
_fatlves. "They mayalfu lay enibargoes, oi prohibit die 
exportation of any commodity, for any time not exe 
‘ceeding’ thirty days, ïn thẻ récefs df the Houie only. 
They may grant füch licences a8 031 be directed by 
Jaw ; and fhall have power to call together the General 
 Affembly, when neceífary, beforethe day to which they 
‘fhalt ftand adjourned. The Governor fhall be Captain- 
General and Commander in Chief of the forces of the 
State, but fhall not command in perfon, except advif= 
edthereto by the Council, and then only fo-long as i 
they-fhall approve thereof. And the Lieutenant-Go. ' 
` vernor fhall by virtue of his office, be Lieuténant-Ges 
neral of all the forces of the State. The Governor; 
-OF Lieutenant-Governor, and the Council, fhall meet 
at the time and place with the General Affembly : the 
. Lieutenant-Governor fhall, during the prefence of the 
Commander in Chief, vote and a& as ohé of the Coun: 
cil : and the Góvérnor,. arid if liis abfénce the Lieu< 
. tenant-Govertior, fhall, by virtue: of their offices, pre- - 
fide in Council, and have a cafting but no other votes 
" Every Member of the Council fhall be a Jultice of thé 
Peace for the whole State, by virtue of bis office. The 
Governor and Council fhall have a.Secretary, : and keep 
fair books of their proceedings, : wherein any Couns 
各 በ 


18 


M cay PE ኒ 
. 4010 may enter his 61፳591, with his reafons to በበኡ 
port it; and the Governor may appoint a Secretary for ` 
himfelf. and his Council, | 


S.E €T ro N XIF, 


The Reprefentatives having met, and chofeh'their 
Speaker and Clerk, fhall each of them, before they pro-- 
ceed to bufinefs, take and lubfcribe, as well the oath or 
affirmation of allegiance herein after directed (except 
where they fhall produce certificates of their having 
heretofore taken and fubfcribed: the fame) as the fol 
lowing oath or affirmation, viz, 


You 一 -一 -一 do folemnly [wear (or affirm} 
that as a Member of this Affembly, you will not propofe, 
or affent to any bill, vate, or refolution, which fball ap- ` 
gear to you injurious to the people, nor do or confent tổ 
any «2 or thing whatever, that fball have a tendency të 
ieffen or abridge their rights and privileges, as declared 
by the Conffitution of this State s. but will, in all things, 
‘conduc? yourfelf as a faithful, honeft Reprefentative, 
and guardian of the people, according to the bef? of your 
judgment and abilities. (1: cafe of an oath) fo help you 
God. (And in cafe of an affirmation). under the pains 
and penalties of perjury. 


SECTION XI. 


The doors of the houfe in which the General Affen- 
bly of this Commonwealth fhail fit, fhall be open for 
the admiffion of all perfons who behave decently, ex- 


cept only when the welfare of the State may Ee 
them to be fhut, 


SECTION 


às j * “ _ -€-— 7 


^ 


Do — 49” 
SECTION mv. 


The votes and proceedings of the General Affembly 
{hall be printed )when one third of the members think - 
it neceffary) as. foon as convenient after the end ofeach 
4effion, with the yeas and nays on.any queftion, when 
required by any member (except where the votes fhall 
be taken by ballot) in which cafe every member fhalt 
bave a right to infert the reafons of his vate upón the 
minutes, ` 


P 


SECTION XV. 


‘The ftile of the laws of this State in ደበር to:be paf- 
fed, fhall be, It.is hereby cnaffedby the ማታ l 
of the State of Vermont. 


l SECTION XVI. 


To the end that laws, before: the are enacted, may 
bé more maturely confidered, and ‘the inconvenience, 
of hafty determinations as much as poflible prevented, 


all bills which originate in the Affembly, thall be laid ^" 


before the Governor and Council for their revifion and 
concurrence, ór propofals of amendment; ‘who fhalt - 
return thedame to the Aflembly, with their propofals 
of amendment, if any, in writing ; and if the fame are 
not agreed to by the Affembly, ithal! bein the pow- 
er of the Governor and Council to fufpend the paing - 
of fuch bills until the next fefliops of the Legiflature. - 
Provided, That if the Governor and Council thall. . 
neglect or refufe to return any fuchöill to the Affem- 
bly; with written propòfals of amendment, within five 

- days 


, 
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| đựng or before the rifing of th Legifsture the fime 
fhall become a hw. | 


SECTION XVII. 


No money fhall be drawn out of the ‘Treafury, uns 
lefs firft appropriated by act of Legiflation. - 


SECTION XVI. 


No perfon fhall be ele&ed a Repreferitative, until 
he has refided two yearsin this State; the 13ቤ of 
which fhall be in the town for which he is elected. 


SECTION XIX, 


No member of the Council, or Houfe of Repréfen- 
tatives, fhall, dire&ly or indire&ly, receive any fee or 
- yeward, to bring forward, or advocate any bill, peti- 
tion, or other bufinefs to he tranfacted in the Legifla- 
ture ; or advocate any caufe, as Council, in either 
Houfe of Legiflation, except ven employedip behalf 
of the State. 


SECTION XX. 


No perfon ought in any cale, or in any time, to be 


d "o2 guilty of treafon or felony, by the Legifla- 
ture. 


SECTION XXL . . 


Every man; of the full age of twensy-one years, hav- 
ing refided. in this State for the fpace of one whole 
year next before the election of Reprefentatives, ‘and 
is of a quiet and peaceable behavigut, and will take the 

| following 


following dh or 5 thal! m entitled Š tb bài . 
the privileges of a freeman of this State. . — — - 


You faleninly ያድ (or affirm) that whenever you: 
give your vote or fa uffrage, touching any matter that con- ` 
‘cerns the State of Vermont, you will do it fo as in your : 
contcience you Jhall judge will mifi conduce to the beft : 
good of the fame, as effablifbed by the Conftitution, : withe d 
eut fear or ates of any man: 


SECTION XXIL 


The inhabitants of: this State fhall be trained and : 
‘armed for its defence, : vinder fuch regulations, reftridi. ` 


tions, and exceptions; as Conprefs, agreeably to the . ' 


Conftitution of the United States, and the Legiflature 
of this State, fhall'direct. The feyeral companies of : 
militia fhall, as often as vacancies happen, elect their 

, Captain and other officers, and the Captains and fubal- 
terns fhall nominate arid recommend the field officers, ` 
of their refpeftive regiments, who fhall appoint their 
ftaff officers. - " 


SECTION oca 


All Commiffions hall be j in the name of the freee 
men of the State of Vermont, fealed with the State 
feal, fipned by the Governor, and in his abíence, the’ 
Lientenant-Governor, and attefted. by the ን ; 
which Teal 6:11 be kept by the Governor. 


SECTION XXIV. 


Every ofiter of በ306) whether judicial 6 Or execs - 
five, fhalt be liable te be i by the General Af... 
` _ fembly 


ሠ * Š 


^ ጠሽ 

l fembly, either when in office, or after his refignation 
. op removal for mal-adminiftration. All impeachments 

. fhall be before the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, 
and Council, who fhall bear and determibe the fame, ` 
and may award colts; and no trial or impeachment 
fhall be a bar to a profecution at Jaw. 


SECTION XXV. 


As every freeman, to preferve his independence (if - 
without a fufücient eftate) ought to have fome proe | 
feffion, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he may ho», 
neftly fubfift, therecan be no neceffity for, nor ufe i in, 
eltablifhing offices of profit, the ufual effects of which 
are dependence and fervility, unbecoming freemen in 
the poffeffors or expectants, and faction, contention and 
difcord among the people. But if any man is called 
into public fervice to the prejudice vf his private 
affairs, he has a right to a reafonable compenfation 4 
and whenever an office tbró? increafe of fees or other 
wife, become fo profitable as to occafion many to apply 
for it, the profits ought to be leffened by the Legifla- 
ture. And if any officer [ከ311 wittinpgly and wilfully, 
take greater fees than the law allows him, it fhall ever 
after difqualify him from holding any office in this 
State, until he fhall be reftored by a& of Legiflation, ` 


SECTION XXVI, 


No perfon in this State fhall be capable of holding 
or exercifing more than one of. the following offices 
at the fame time, viz. Governor, Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, Judge of tlie Supreme Nou Treafurer of the 

State, 


State, Member of the Councit, Member of the; 686፡-.. 
-; eral Affembly, Surveyor. General,. or Sheriff. Nor 
_ fall any perlon holding, any office of profit or trut - - 
- wnder the authority of Congrefs, be eligible to. any ape. 
pointment in the Legiflature, or of holding any exec 
tive or judiciary office under this State, 


SECTION EXVI. 


The Treafurer of the State fhall, before thề Gover- : 
nor and Council, give Sufficient fecurity to the Secre« 
` tary of the State,.in behalf of the General Affembly ; 
and each High Sheriff, before the firft Judge. of the | 
County Court, to thé Treafurer of their. relpeđive 
Counties, previous to their refpeĝively entering upon 
the execution of their offices, in fuch manner, and in 


fuch fiims, as thall be directed by tbe Legiflature. 
SECTION XXVII 


The Treafurer?s accounts fhall be annually audited, 
ind a fair ftate thereof laid before the General Affom« 
bly, at their feffion in October. | 


SECTION Xxx, 


Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or mili. 
tary, in authority under this State, before he enters: 
upon the execution of his office, fhall take and fub. 
fcribe the following oath or affirmation of allegiance to 
this State (unlefs he fhall produce evidence that he has 
before taken the fame) and alfo the following oath or 
affirmation of office; except military officers, and füch ai 
fhall be exempted by the Legiflature. — | - 

: : ር The 
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"77 ፕር oath or afirmation of 'allegiance, 

Tou do folemnly fuear. (or afürm): that yow will be 
true and faithful to the State of Vermont, andthat poi 
"ill not, directly or indirectly, do any acf or thing “ሠ - 
rious to the Conflitution or Government thereof, as eftab. 
lifbed by Convention. ' (፲፻ am oath) fo help you Guả,. 
(1f an affirmation) under the pains and PO of 
pe r jury. 

The oath or affirmation of office. 


You-—do folemnly fwear, (or affirm) that you will. 
ያ ly execute the office of for the መሙ of 
; and will therein do equal right and juffice to all 

ten, tothe bef? of your judgment and abilities, according 
ło iaw. (It an oath) fo help you God. (፲፻ an affir- 
mation) under the pains and penalties of perjury. 


SECTION XXX. | 


No perfon shail be eligible tơ the office of Governor 
er Lieutenant. Governor, until he fhall have refided in 
this State four years next preceding the day of his 
election. 


፦% 


SECTION XXX 


Trials of 10955) proper for the cognizance of a fury, 
in the Supreme and County Courts, fhall be by Jury, 
except where parties otherwife agree ; and great care 
ought to be taken to prevent corruption or partiality 
in the choice and return, or appointment of Juries. 


SECTION 


5 E € T à on XXXIL- 
, Allprofecationsitall commence, ` 3 Tỉ 


jhe State of V. ermont,—all iudi&tinents: fhall conclude _ 


with: "thefe words; “agni the peace and dignity . of the 


‘State. a ee ‘othe 


offences. 


SECTION Xxx. 


e 


_ The perfon of a debtor, where there is hot በ9095 - Z 


3 7 


prefüinption of fraud, fhall not be continued i in prifon - 


after delivering up: and alligcing over; “bina fide; all his ' 


eftate, real and perfonal, in poffeffion, reverfion or re- + 


mainder, for the ufe of his creditors, in fuch manner 
as fhall be hereafter regulated by law.. And all prif- 
oners, unlefs in execution, of : committed for capital of- 


fences, ‘when the proof isevident or prefumption great, ` 


fhall be bailable by fafficient foreties 3 nor fhall excel« 
fre bail be exatted for bailable offences. eon 


1 


| SECTI 0 N XXXIV. 
All eleđions, whether by the people er the Legifiz- 


ture, thall be free and voluntary : aud any elector, - 


who fhall receive any gift or reward for his vote, in 
meat, drink, monies or otherwife, 6: forfeit: his 


right to ele& at tliat time, and fuffer fuch other penal. ` 


_ tyas the law fhall dire& ; and any perfon who füall 


dire&y or indiredtly, give, promife or bellow; any: foch 
rewards to be ele&ed, shall thereby be rendered inca- 
pable to ferve for the enfuing year, and be fubje&t to 
füch further ክመ asa future Meum fhall 

5 . SECT 108 
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Sanaa, 


SECTION XXX ev; 


All deeds and conveyances of land fhal! be recorded" 

. iù thé Town Clerk’s Office in their refpe&tive. towns; . 
and, for want thereof, in the County Clerk’s Office of 
the fame County. 


SECTION XXXVI. 


The Legiflature Mall iéguláte entails iri fuch ; mating 
as to prevent perpetuities.- . ` 


SEG TION XXXVII, 


To “deter' more effectually from the cominiffioi ef 
crimes, by continued vifible punifhments of long dura~ 
tion, and tomake fangdinary punifhnientslefsneceflary, ` 
means ought to bé provided for punifhing' by hard 15- - 
our, thofe who fhall be convicted of crimes not capital, ' 
whereby the criminal fall be employéd for thé benefit 
of the public, ur for the reparation of injuries 0005 tc | 
private perfons:- And all perfons at proper times® 
nicht to be permitted to fee them at their labour. 


SECTION XXXVIIL 


_ "The eftates of fuch perfonsas may deftroy their own’ ' 
lives, fhall not, for that offence, be forfeited, but dea 
cend or afcend in the fame manner as if fuch perfons 
had died i in "d natural way. Nor fhall any article, which ' 
fhall acciue ntally occafion the death of any perfón, be 
henceforth deemed a deodand, or in any wife fors 
, feived on account of fuch misfortune; 


SECTION ` 


TH, TEX 

vis Wa 

= Fey ` ^a 
E 


. | n E M 
SECTION XXXE. ee 

Every perf 38, of godd character, who comes to fettle 
án this State, having fiift taken an oath or affirmation 
bf allegiance t the fame, may purchaíe, or.by other-. 
juR means acquire, hold and transfer land, or other 
real eftate ; and after one ‘year’s | tefidence. fha]l-be . 
deemeda freé denizen thereof, and entitled toall rights 
ይየ a natural born fubje&t of this State, except that he 


fhall not be. capable.of being. eled Governor, Lieu- ix 


tevant-Governor, Treafurer, Councillor, or Repre- 
fentative in Anh, until after two years relidence,_ 


SECTION. XL, 


The inhabitants of thís State thall have liberty “in 
feafonable times, to -hunt and fowl- on the lands they 
hold, and on other landsniotenclofed ; and in like man- 
ner to fith in all ,boatable and other- waters (not pri- 
vate property) under proper regulations, to be here- 
after made and provided by the General Affembly. : 


SEOTION XL. 


Laws for the encouragement of ‘virtue and preven- 
tion of vice and immorality, ought to be conftantly 
kept in force, and duly executed : And a competent 
number of fchools ought to, be maintained i in each town, 
for the convenient inftruction of youth : .And one or 
more Grammar-Schools be incorporated and properly’ 
íupported, in each County in this State.’ And all re- 
ligious focieties, or bodies o£ men, that may be: hereafter 
united or incorporated for the advancement of religion 
and learning, or for other pious and charitable purpofes, 

fhall 
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hall be encouraged and | protedi in ids enjoyment " 

' thé privileges; immunities, and eflates, which. they in 
juftice. ought to enjoy,. under fuch regulations. ás thể 
‘General Affembly of this State dhall direct, | 


SECTION XLI. 


- The — of the political rights and privileges 

- of the inhabitants of. this. State, is hereby :declared tủ 
‘be a part of the Conftitution of this Comimonwealth ; P 
and ought. not tỏ n violated, on any. pretence what 
foever. 


SECTION XUL 


In order that the freedom of this Cominonweslth 
may be preferved inviolate forever, theresfhall: be:cho. 
fen, by ballot, by the. freemen of this State; on the Taft 
'*Wednefday i in March, in the year one thoufand fevéa 
hundred and ninety-nine, and on the laft W.ednefday 
in March in every feven years thereafter, thirteen 
perfons, who fhall he chofen in thẻ fame manner the 
Council is chofen, except they fhall not be out of the 
Council or General Affembly, to he called the Council 
‘of Cenfors; who fhall meet together on the firt Wed: 
neíday of june next enfüing their election, the major» 
ity of whom 31 bea quorum in every cafe, except 
as to calling a convention, in which two thirds of the 
whole number elected 0,311; agree : and whofe duty it 
fhall be to enquire, whether the conftitittion ` has been 
preferved inviolate in ‘every part, during the lat fep» 
tenary, (including the year of their fervice) ; and whee 
ther the legiflative and executive branches of govern. 
ment have performed their duty, as guardians of the 


¬—- 
people, 9 or r affanied t to themfelves, or exercifed, "other. 
‘or greater powers than they are ‘entitled to by the 
‘conftitution s They are alfo to enquire, whether the 
public: taxes havé been. juftly laid and colledted in ail 
‘parts of this ‘Commonwealth—in’ what manner the 
‘public monies have been difpofed ol--and. whether the. 
laws have 5566 duly executed. e FOr thefe parpoles 
they fhall have power to fend for: perfons, papers, and 
“records—they : fhall have authority to pafs public cen- 
fares, to order impeachments, and. to recommend to 
the Legiflature the ‘repealing: fuch: laws: as “miri appear 
to them to have been piled, contrary’ tc the principles 


"ofthe conititution ነ "'Thiepowers they fhallcontinàe - . 


to have for and | during the fpace of one year from the ] 
day of their election, and no longer. ' The faid Council 
t of Cenfors fhal} alfo baye power to call a Convention, 
10 meet within two years after their tting, if there 
‘appears to then an abfolute neceffi ity of amending any 
‘article of this Conftitution, which may be detective. 

explaining fuch as may be thought ` not clearly expre- 
fed—and of adding fuch as are neceffary for the pre- 
Tervation of the rights and ‘happinefs of the people ; 
bụt the articles to be amended, and the amendments 

propoled, and fuch articlés as are propofed to be added 
‘or abolithed, fhall be promulgated at leaft fi ix months 
before the day appointed for the election of fuch 
Convention, for the previous confideration of the 
people, that they may have an opportunity of i ine 
firu&ting their Delegates on the fubjea. ` 


By order of Convention, July oth, 1793, 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, Prefeded. 
elt, Lewi R. Morris, Secretary, 


